This work outlines in detail the annual rites, celebrations, and feasts that take place during the Easter season in the Roman Catholic Diocese of Drohiczyn, Poland. The entire Easter season is and continues to be observed as one great 50-day feast. The popular piety of this season is characterized primarily by the ardent faith of the Polish people, which is expressed in their rich folklore, customs, and devotions that help them live the liturgy of the Church more deeply.
Introduction
Since the 4 th century, the Church has celebrated two events connected to the Resurrection of Christ: the Ascension of the Lord and the Pentencost. The Feast of the Ascension of the Lord commemorates Christ's royal enthronement and the glory that God prepared for his Son in Heaven. 
Liturgy
The Liturgical Feasts, Celebrations, Devotions, and Popular Piety... known among Catholic Christians. 4 The words of this novena remind the faithful of the coming of the Holy Spirit. 5 The faithful can receive a partial indulgence by devotedly praying this novena. 6 Novenas are often associated with devotions that take place in May or June. Before conferring the Eucharistic blessing, the celebrant recites special prayers. To enrich the novena, it is possible to sing the sequence "Come, Holy Spirit" or the hym "O Creator," either before or after the novena prayers are said. 7 On August 22, 2001 , Cardinal Józef Glemp, who was serving as the President of the Polish Bishops' Conference at the time, obtained permission from the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments to transfer the celebration of the Feast of the Ascension to the 7 th Sunday of Easter. Consequently, the feast was no longer a separate holy day of obligation. 8 The provisions of the decree were binding beginning on the 1 st Sunday of Advent, meaning November 30, 2003. 9 In the past, priests usually blessed the inhabitants' fields after celebrating the Feast of the Ascension in the Church. During this rite, after Holy Mass was completed, the faithful carried crosses, banners, and reliquaries in procession while they sang religious songs in honor of the Blessed Mother and prayed the rosary or other prayers. The organist, priest, altar server, and the committee with the aspergillum and aspersorium followed. During this procession, the priest blessed the fields and meadows. At the entrance to each village, an altar was erected and decorated. This is where the priest and the faithful could pray and recite passages from the Gospel. Other inhabitants of a given place also joined in the procession as the priest blessed their cattle and property. During the entire procession, the faithful would sing songs and litanies to the Blessed Mother while they moved from one altar 4 Congregation for Divine Worship 
Rev. Tadeusz Syczewski to another until they had processed through the entire village. Today, the rite of blessing the fields looks completely different. According to this rite, the villagers gather at the entrance to the village next to the altar they have prepared especially for this feast. The priest, dressed in his liturgical vestments (usually wearing a surplice and an alb), starts praying according to the prescribed order. Usually the Holy Mass is celebrated at the very end, after the blessing of the fields. 10 In spring, seeds are sown in the fields and gardens. On the Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday before the Ascension of the Lord, otherwise known as Cross Days, people pray special prayers asking the Lord to make the earth fruitful. On each of these three days, the faithful process around the church and pray for God's blessings and protection from all natural disasters, crop failures, and earthquakes. During this procession, the faithful follow the person who carries the cross, and they stop in four places. At the corner of the church cemetery and at the fourth stop, which is usually at the missionary cross, they pray the Litany of the Saints. These celebrations act as a reminder that the Church cares about man's affairs and believes that the prosperity and fertility of the earth depend not only on human wisdom or scientific knowledge, but most of all on God's blessings.
Pentecost Sunday
Pentecost Sunday completes the fifty days of the Easter Season. In some countries, Pentecost Sunday is called Red Easter (Pascha), while the Feast of the Resurrection of the Lord is called White Easter (Pascha). The date of the Feast of the Resurrection of the Lord coincides with the Jewish Feast of Passover. Fifty days after they passed through the Red Sea, the Israelites arrived to Mount Sinai, where they were given the Decalogue. During the time of Jesus, Passover was like a festival. Therefore, Christians have celebrated the Feast of Pentecost from the very beginning because it fell on a Sunday-the Sabbath.
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Since the 6 th century, the Feast of Pentecost was preceded by a vigil. Since the 7 th century, the feast was celebrated over the course of an octave, but this practice was abolished in 1960. On the Feast of Pentecost, milk and honey are blessed in the church. In addition, the sequence Veni Sanctae Spiritus is sung, which has been and remains 10 T. Syczewski 12 The known forms of Pentecost (Veni creator Spiritus and Veni, Sanctae Spiritus) or the short petitions (Emitte Spiritum tuum et creabuntur) help the faithful to call upon the Holy Spirit as they begin work, their studies, or in other areas of their lives. In addition, the third glorious mystery encourages the faithful to reflect on the descent of the Holy Spirit. 13 The faithful readily pray these prayers in their daily lives, and the Holy Spirit is particularly worshiped at the moment of death because they believe that "the power of the Holy Spirit will revive them on the final day." 14 The Roman Missal of Paul VI from 1970 contains two forms of the Mass for the Feast of Pentecost. The purpose and spirit of this feast is made clear in the preface of the Descent of the Holy Spirit, which speaks of paschal joy, the foundation of which is the fulfillment of the work of salvation.
15
The first Synod of the Diocese of Drohiczyn proclaimed: "The Feast of Pentecost is one of the greatest feasts in the Church. Its celebration, therefore, should be preceded by a novena to the Holy Spirit. On the actual feastday, parishes may organize vigils, vespers, and days of prayer. The proper solemn liturgy should take place on the eve of the feast. The faithful should be encouraged to cultivate pious habits associated with the Green Feasts. Since this celebration is the patronal feast of farmers and shepherds, it provides an opportunity to highlight the dignity of farming." 16 Penecost is truly a green feast as clearly evidenced in nature. Often the warm and floral feasts of farmers and shepherds occur in May or June. On these days, farmers would bring home young birch trees to place on the roofs of their homes, the cracks of the walls, or on fences, and in yards. The birch branches would often be woven into a hedge that was placed in front of homes, chapels, or roadside crosses. They also adorned the churches with them.
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See B. Nadolski, Liturgika, 78. 
Liturgy
Rev. Tadeusz Syczewski On this day, shepherds also celebrated their feast. In Diocese of Drohiczyn in the region along the Bug River it was a known custom to incense cattle and give palms to shepherds. Incensing the cattled was carried out in the following way: blessed wreaths were crushed and placed on hot coals. The mixture was then placed on a portable surface and carried around the cows as a way to protect the cows from misfortunes, wovles, and diseases. 17 In addition, on Saturday evening before Pentecost, the faithful adorned the horns of their cows with special wreathes made from birth branches, or they tied the branches to the cows' heads. The woven figure of a man that looked like a knight was also placed on one of the cows, and two birch trees were arranged on either side of the gate through which the cattle passed. The path was also strewn with calamus, which was also placed on windowsills for their fragrance. The atmosphere of this night was unique, and everyone participated in the spirit of the feast. 18 The Feast of St. Wojciech, Bishop and Martyr (April 23)
On April 23, the Church observes the Feast of St. Wojciech-bishop, martyr, and the main patron saint of Poland. 19 Wojciech is a popular name of Slavic descent. It is made up of two parts: "woj-," meaning "warrior," as well as "-ciech," the derivative of which can also be found in the Polish words for "consolation" and "delight." 20 Poland, the Czech Republic, and Hungry claim St. Wojciech as their patron. St. Wojciech was born in the Czech Republic and served as Bishop of Prague. He suffered a martyr's death, and his temporal remains are interred in Poland. St. Wojciech visited Hungry a few times, and he baptized St. Stephen of Hungary. 21 St. Wojciech was born around the year 956 A.D. in Libice, Bohemia, into the powerful Slavnik clan that lived an estuary on the Elbe River. Educated in Magdeburg, St. Wojciech was only 25 year old and a subdeacon when he returned to Bohemia. He was subsequently ordained to the diaconate and priesthood in Prague. In 983, after the death of 17 This data was obtained through the author's own empirical studies. 18 This data was obtained through the author's own empirical studies. 19 T. Syczewski 22 The cult of St. Wojciech spread in Poland from the very moment of his death.
The mass for the Saint Wojciech has its own form and preface. 23 In the Diocese of Drohiczyn there are many known proverbs pertaining to St. Wojciech. Among them, the most common is: "If the crow is alive on St. Wojciech's feast, the grain abundantly thrives." The Feast of St. Wojciech was an important day for farmers. On this day, they did many "magical" things to ensure the safety of their cattle. For example, they drove their livestock over a threshold, under which was hidden a scythe, scissors, a sickle, an axe, and sometimes a broom. On this day, the cattle were also incensed with smoke from the burning herbs consecrated to the Virgin Mary or from palms and then sprinkled with holy water. Wreathes made of blessed herbs were hung from the animals' horns. Cattle were also struck with blessed palms while the sign of the cross was made over them. Sometimes the animals would be fed 22 See H. Fros 23 Mszał Rzymski dla Diecezji Polskich, 42.
Rev. Tadeusz Syczewski a lump of salt or given a piece of blessed bread from Holy Saturday. 24 In addition, when they went out into the fields to plow after winter, farmers sprinked holy water on their plows so that moles would not destroy their land and, consequently, its yield. St. Mark is the patron saint of writers, masons, basketball players, and glaziers. In some regions of Poland, he is the patron of wheat, vegetables, and spring sowing. 39 The Feast of St. Mark has its own form. 40 It falls during the height of spring, when the fields are green. Since the Middle Ages, people have recited prayers on this feastday to ask for God's blessing so that the harvests and the fruit of the trees might be abundant. This day is called "The Day of Prayer for the Harvests" or "The Greater Litanies" because the Cross Days that occur before the Feast of the Ascension of the Lord are called the "Lesser Litanies," since they were introduced into the liturgy of the Church later. 41 The Polish name for St. Mark's feastday-"Cross Days"-derives comes from the processions that proceed along the roadside from one cross to another. St. Mark is also honored as the patron of good weather. 42 On his feastday, farmers refrain from working in the field in order to avoid making St. Mark angry and expressing this anger through lightning that could burn the crops. On this day, oxen are adorned in flowers, herbs, and branches. "Cross Days," which are recited to St. Mark, are "public prayers for the fruitfulness of the earth and occur once a year after the 5 th Sunday of Easter, on the Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday before the Feast of the Ascension." In the Middle Ages, there were many different incurable diseases, plagues, leprosy, etc. Therefore, people erected roadway crosses to request the saints' protection from these maladies.
The
According to popular piety, St. Mark is also the patron of gardeners. He is particularly honored as the patron of the harvest in the field and of gardens. The happiest and best days to sow seeds are Monday (poniedziałek), Friday (piątek), and Saturday (sobota) because these days of the week do not contain the letter "r" in Polish, which is a letter associated with the crow (wrona) that attacks cornfields and eats the grain. Similarly, housekeepers worked on Wednesday (środa) and Thursday (czwartek), since these days contain a letter "r" in Polish, and, as previously stated, they were afraid that the crows would eat the freshly sown grain if they worked in the fields. 43 The Feast of St. Mark is the last day that the homemaker can sow peas and flax. In addition, there was such a custom wherein Easter eggs were added to the flaxseed sack so that the heads of the flax seeds grew large like St. Mark's Day is treated like Cross Days. On this day, processions with the cross take place around the church, and the procession stops at the same four stations. At each station, a different intention is mentioned (for example, for a fruitful harvest and for preservation from natural disasters such as lightning and droughts). During these prayers, the faithful sing the Litany of the Saints.
The Feast of Sts. Philip and James the Apostles (May 6)
The Feast of Sts. Philip and James was formerly observed on May 1. However, Pope Pius XII changed the feastday to May 11. Currently, this feast is celebrated on May 3 throughout the world. In Poland, however, the Feast of Sts. Philip and James the Apostles is celebrated on May 6. 44 Philip came from Bethsaida, the same city as Andrew and Peter. Philip was a fervent witness to Jesus Christ, and he was present when Jesus miraculously multiplied the loaves and fishes (cf. John 6: 1-5). Philip enjoyed Jesus' special trust because some people asked him to help them meet Jesus (cf. John 12: [21] [22] . The Apostle Philip announced the Gospel message about the Kingdom of Heaven after the Ascension of Christ in Phrygia, Asia Minor. It is highly likely that there he also suffered a martyr's death on a cross.
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Tradition considers James the first bishop of Jerusalem. In the year 62 A.D., St. James the Younger was stoned to death. Immediately after his death, he was honored by the people and among the Jews. At present, his relics are interred in the Basilica of Sts. Philip and James in Rome. In Rome there is also a church dedicated to St. James. The hand of St. James the Apostle can be found in a beautiful reliquary in the Cathedral in Genoa. 46 The Feast of Sts. Philip and James has its own liturgical form. In 1263, St. Bonaventure introduced the Feast of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary into his religious order. In 1389, Pope Boniface IX promulgated this feast throughout the entire Church as a means of beseeching the faithful to be united in the church of Christ. The Council of Basel approved this feast, and Pope Pius IX elevated it to the rank of a second-class feast in 1850. Until 1969, or the reform of the liturgical calendar, the feasday was observed on July 2. After the reform, it was moved to the last day of May. The Gospel of Luke describes the Visitation (cf. Lk. 1:39-56), the most wonderful and lasting remembrance of which is the beautiful hym of the Magnificat that is recited every day in the Liturgy of the Hours. 54 The theological content of this feast highlights the truth that the New Covenant is the law of grace through which the Holy Spirit works. In the Magnificat, Mary expresses her faith, praise, and amazement at the workings of grace. In this way, Mary wishes to encourage the entire Church to honor God, who has done great and wonderful things for all mankind. The Feast of the Visitation also serves as reminder that God is present among his people Israel.
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This feastday has its own form.
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According to the Polish tradition, the Feast of the Visitation is called "Our Lady of the Berries" because strawberries and currants can be found ripe in the forest at this time of year. Until 1969, the Feast of the Visitation was observed on July 2. According to one legend, while Mary was walking to visit her cousin Elizabeth, she stopped along the way and picked berries. For this reason, some Poles do not eat any cherries, raspberries, strawberries, currants, gooseberries, or other fruits found in the forest on this day so that the Mother of God will not be lacking in anything on her feastday. 57 In the Diocese of Drohiczyn, there is a particular devotion to Our Lady of the Berries. Her image, which was originally located in the parish in Grodzisk K. Siemiatycz, was transferred to Ziołowy Zakątek in Koryciny. 
Liturgy
The Liturgical Feasts, Celebrations, Devotions, and Popular Piety...
Conclusion
The Easter season in Poland has a rich variety of customs and folk rituals, which, although not strictly part of the liturgy, are inspired by the liturgy; correspond with the liturgical year; preserve the liturgy's spirit, canonical norms, and rhythm; and direct the Christian people to the liturgy. 58 In addition, these customs and rituals are an expression of the people's deep faith and attachment to the Church. Many of these customs are celebrated with the permission of the Holy See or the bishops and, therefore, are in accord with the spirit of the Church and fundamentally express divine revelation. 59 Popular piety and custums are always celebrated and practiced "in accordance with the customs or canonically approved books." 60 These devotions are organized according to the sacred liturgy, because they flow from it and lead the faithful to it.
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UROCZYSTOŚCI I ŚWIĘTA OBCHODZONE W OKRESIE WIELKANOCNYM W LITURGII I POBOŻNOŚCI LUDOWEJ W KOŚCIELE ŁACIŃSKIM NA TERENIE DIECEZJI DROHICZYŃSKIEJ
Niniejsze opracowanie szczegółowo ukazuje doroczną obrzędowość okresu wielkanocnego w przypadających na ten okres uroczystościach i świętach. Cały ten okres był i jest obchodzony jako jedno wielkie święto, jako czas Pięćdzie-siątnicy. Pobożność ludowa tego okresu charakteryzuje się przede wszystkim głęboką wiarą wyrażaną w bogatej oprawie folklorystyczno-zwyczajowej. Diecezja drohiczyńska jest bardzo bogata w pobożność ludową tego okresu. Nabożeństwa te cieszą się wśród wiernych szczególnym uznaniem. Wiele z tych zwyczajów zrodziło się z potrzeby serca wiernych i dopomaga w głębszym przeżywaniu liturgii Kościoła.
Słowa kluczowe: liturgia, pobożność ludowa, uroczystość, święta, Wielkanoc.
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